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Hi Diane,
Please see the attached DOE/NYSERDA announcement on the next Potential Areas of Study for
the Phase 1 Studies. We made this announcement in advance of the 5/23/2012 QPM in response to
stakeholders' requests that the decision to move forward with additional PAS be announced as soon
as possible. This announcement can be found on DOE's website here:
http://www.wv.doe.gov/Documents/Phase_1_StudiesPlans_To_Proceed_With_Five_Potential_Areas_Of_Study.pdf
and on NYSERDA's website here:
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Page-Sections/West-Valley/Announcements.aspx
Subject Matter Experts have not yet been identified for these study areas. DOE and NYSERDA
anticipate forming two SME working groups. One group would address the three study areas
related to Exhumation and another group would address the two study areas related to engineered
barriers. DOE, NYSERDA, and ECS are currently conducting a worldwide search for SME we feel
have the necessary technical expertise and experience to address these topics. ECS and the
agencies will thoroughly examine candidates' background information and engage them in
discussion prior to their selection as an SME. This has not yet taken place.
The scope for the SME is outlined in the Phase 1 Studies Guidance. The SME are to examine
relevant background information on the study area (including stakeholder comments) and, if
appropriate, recommend a study, or suite of studies, to facilitate interagency consensus on Phase 2
decommissioning decisions. The agencies will then review these recommendations in order to
determine what studies will be conducted.
In the Forward to the FEIS, NYSERDA raised concerns regarding engineered barrier performance
assumptions. DOE's Record of Decision identified 'technologies for in-place containment' as a
potential topic for Phase 1 Studies. In an effort to recommend and conduct studies to facilitate
interagency consensus on the topic, the SME will evaluate engineered barrier performance,
including the impact of institutional controls, performance degradation, etc.
DOE and NYSERDA will consider input provided by the public and provide stakeholder
input/recommendations (including input/recommendations on direction, scope, etc.) to the SME
Working Groups. As evidenced by the addition of Dr. Shrader-Frechette to the ISP and Dr. Young
to the Erosion Working Group, the agencies feel we are giving meaningful consideration to input
received from public stakeholders.
We wish to thank you and for your dedication to the West Valley site and look forward to your
continued involvement as we move forward with the Phase 1 Studies.
Sincerely,
Lee Gordon

NYSERDA
and
Moira Maloney
DOE
Lee M. Gordon, Ph.D.
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority
West Valley Site Management Program
9030 Route 219, West Valley, NY 14171
Ph. 716.942.9960 x.4963
Fax. 716.942.9961
LMG@nyserda.org
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Dear Paul:
I was listening to the March 28 th 2012 CTF meeting and heard your report that there are 5 new
study teams being set up or at least 5 study areas being started.
Could you please send me a list or link to the new Areas of Study?
I could not write as fast as you read them and cannot find this on the DOE, NYSERDA or CTF
websites.
Who will be the Subject Matter Experts? What is the scope of each?
Will the same SMEs do all 3 of the Exhumation and both of the Engineered Barriers?
How will these folks be selected? I realize ECS has ‘people’ but who are they and who else
is being sought?
For the engineered barrier studies—HOW LONG will they assume institutional control to
keep tracking and putting in the barriers? I don’t even know of any plans for replacement of the
PTW which is already in place but only expected to last 20 years. Somehow the reality of the

ANNOUNCEMENT
March 23, 2012

RE: Plans to Proceed with Five Additional Potential Areas of Study (PAS)

The US Department of Energy (DOE) and the New York State Energy Research and Development
Authority (NYSERDA) are announcing plans to move forward with the evaluation of additional Potential
Areas of Study (PAS) within the Phase 1 Studies process. Over the coming months, the agencies will work
with the Phase 1 Studies contractor (Enviro Compliance Solutions; ECS) to assemble two teams of Subject
Matter Experts (SME) for the evaluation of additional PAS.
While work is continuing on the Erosion study area and the scoping and scheduling of a climate change
workshop, SME groups will be assembled to address five additional PAS that are grouped under the
Exhumation and Engineered Barriers topical areas. These SME teams will evaluate the following PAS:
•

Exhumation
o Alternative approaches to, costs of, and risks associated with complete waste
and tank exhumation
o Viability, cost, and benefit of partial exhumation of waste and removal of
contamination
o Exhumation uncertainties and benefit of pilot exhumation activities

•

Engineered Barriers
o In place closure containment technologies
o Engineered barrier performance

The agencies will discuss progress on these PAS with stakeholders during the May 23, 2012 Quarterly
Public Meeting and throughout the Phase 1 Studies process. DOE and NYSERDA will give consideration
and respond to written comments.
Questions and/or comments should be directed to Moira Maloney (DOE; Moira.N.Maloney@wv.doe.gov)
and Lee Gordon (NYSERDA; LMG@nyserda.org).
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